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I doubt if it could have been effective. President Roosevelt could
claim equal credit. Our resources were not great enough and were
too badly needed by ourselves to have been adequate.

It was fortunate that these two masterful men understood and
liked each other. It would not have been surprising if they had
been antipathetic: both liked to have their own way and were
impatient of criticism, but somehow or other they worked in
complete harmony.

After Churchill's first meeting with Roosevelt at Washington,
he happened to be lunching in the House of Commons. I came
into the dining-room a bit late and found Alexander, the First Lord
of the Admiralty, in my seat at the adjoining table. I complained
and told him to go to his proper place at the Ministers* table.
Winston, hearing the conversation, invited me to come over and
sit with him. I at first refused as the Ministers* table is regarded
as sacrosanct, but he~ insisted and, as a result, I had an amusing
conversation. I asked him how he got on with Roosevelt, and he
replied, "Almost too well. In fact," he said, "we were always in
and out of each other's rooms. He caught me," he explained, "one
morning with nothing on but my bath towel."

This was more than confirmed by Harry Hopkins when he
visited London and spoke to us upstairs.

It was a big factor in Russia's resistance that these two men
understood each other and were at one in rushing supplies to our
sorely tried ally. Memories are short and there are some people
now who speak and write as though Russia drove out the invader
single-handed.

I am quite sure that neither Hitler nor his advisers calculated on
the help Russia would receive from both branches of the English-
speaking people.

Whilst I am on Churchill's meeting with Roosevelt^ in the
summer of 1941, I should like to refer to its direct outcome, the
Atlantic Charter.

Somehow or other that great document has faded into the
background. In the debate in which Churchill reported the
results of the conference on gth September, I pleaded that the
Charter should be endorsed by Parliament and inscribed in the
journals of the House. Perhaps in the light of recent discussion on
the economic relations between America and ourselves, I may be
forgiven for quoting a paragraph from that speech. "After the
last wax every obstacle was placed in the way of economic recovery,
not only of our enemies but of our friends. Quotas, exchange
restrictions and every ingenious, device that men could think of,
were introduced to make it difficult for countries to exchange their
goods. Europe has been divided for centuries by old racial and